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HERE'S FIRST STORY OF YANKS FIGHT ON BﬂlSHEVIKI
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WINWINTER
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AmmnTroopsandOthez'

Allied Forces Undaunted by

-

ValuntBattlesCarnedOn

Against Superior Numbers,
but Russians Are Defeated
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By A. E. Geldhoff

WASHINGTON, April 5—Up
near the Arctic circle, amid the
lng and snow of northwestern Rus-

sla 5000 American soldiers who
have been fighting the Bolsheviki
and the Germans for elght months
are preparing to leave for home as
soon as the weather permits,
In a clime sometimes as cold as
22 below zero, these men from
Michigan, but some from Wis-
consin—have undergone hardships
such as our soldiers who are now
returning from France know noth-
ing oL

When ] set cut to gather from
the war department the facts
about the Archangel expedition,
I found that not even the genersal
staff nor the army war college,
which is the historicpl branch of
the army, bad enough information
mtomamecmdmnrortha
expedition’s exploits.

In the offfce of General Peyton
C. March, chief of staff an attache
told me:

“Communication with Archangel
has been so dififcuit that the of-
ficlal reports from Col. Geo. E.
Stewart, commander of the ex-
pédition, and from Col. James A.
Ruggles, military intelligence _at-
tache at Archangel, have been few
and far between, mostly confined
to reports of casualties and the
physical welfare of the men.”

From the facts 1 gdid obtain,
however, it Is possible to piece to-
gether a sketchy story covering
the high spots of the expedition.

Its history really dates back to
February, 1918, when the allied
ambasadors at Petrograd found it
necessary to f{lee from the Rus-
sian capital to Archangel. That
turned American attention to Rus-
sia. In the following month the

;mans began to gccupy parts of
Finland, and again it became ap-
parent to the allied governments
Ltkal some action was necessary in
western Russia. The mew govern-
ment of North Russia asked the
allles for help.

Engiand and France, therefore,
sent detachments of marines to
Kola, on theMurman coast, to pro-
tect the Murman raliroad, running
from the Murman coast to Petro-
grad, and the vast war supplies
that had been gathered along this
raflroad. The Finnish White
Guards were advancing to selse
this road.

First U. S. Marines
Landed Last July

On July 1 a detachment of Uni-
ted States marines landed at Kola
to cooperate with the French and
British in this work. The marines
are still there, so far as Is known.

On July 30 General Pershing
cabled that on recommendation of
General Foch, he had detached
339th regiment of infantry from
the £5th division and sent It to
Archsngel on British transports.
The 339th was made up largely of
men from Detroit, employes of
automobile faclories and was In
command of Col. George E. Stew-
art. '

A little later Pershing reported
he bad sent one battalion of the
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310th engineers, the 337th Field
Hospital and the 332th Ambulance
company to Archangel. These
units, also, cagne from the 85th
division, and were made up of
men from Michigan and Wiscon-
sin. The total number was 5334.
A detachment of British trogps
also was sent 'to Archangel, and
the whole expedition was placed

. In command of General Ironsides

of the British army.

Experience  of the quarter-
master corps in supplying troops
in Alaska was called into play to
equip the expedition. In addition
to the regular overseas equipment
the men got fur ecaps, fur mit-
moccasins, fur
overcoats. fur parkas, or hooded
coats and “mucklucks,” or winter
boots used in the north country,

The Americans landed at

Archangel August 5, and lost
no time in getting into action
against the bolsheviki, who were
reinforced by German troops.
Three days after they had landed
they had begun the march south-
ward toward Vologda and had at-
tacked the bolshevik forces.

As a result of these conflicts Pre-
mier Lenine on August 9 issued a
statement that the bolshevik gov-
ernment considered itself at war
with the entente., This was fol-
lowed on September 10 by corro-
boration from Ambassador Fran-
cis, then at Kamalaska. He re-
ported that the Germans and bol-
sheviki bad signed a mew treaty,

requiring them to join forces to

expel the allies from Russia.

lnTenljlys'll:ey
Advanced 100 Miles

By Aungust § the British-Ameri-
can expedition, accompanied by
several companies of pro-ally Rus-
slan troops, had marched 100
miles southward along the Arch-
angel-Vologda railroad, without
encountering any wery great re-
sistence.

On Auguest 22 the allled repre-
santatives at Archangel issued a
proclamation to the Russian peo-
ple, stating they had come at the
invitation of the Russian govern-
ment of the north to expel the
Germans from Russia and over-
turn ¢he Brest-Litovsk peace
treaty. -

In the meantime the American
forces were aiding refugees, Amer-
ican and otherwise, to « escape
from Russia to Stockholm by way
of Archangel

The Bolsheviki were massing
an army along the River Dvina,
which empties into the White
Sea at Archangel, so in Septem-
ber an American and Russian
force was sent southward along
the Dvina to disperse them. The
bolsheviki had several gunboats
fn the Dvina, and two of these
were sunk by allied troops and
naval units. Three guns also
were captured, and several towns
were occupled.

At the same time the allied
troops operating farther north
in Kola peninsula, had driven
the Finnish White Guards
back across the border and
cleared the Murman coast and
the Kela pdninsula.

By the middle of October the
bolsheviki, considerably
forced on the Dvina, began -
series of heavy attacks against
the Americans. Our boys were

rein-

outnumbered and driven from
several of the towns they had oc-
cupied, but their casualties were
not heavy.

Base Established at
Mouth of the Voga

On October 16 the American
Russian force repuised another
heavy attack and carried out an
advance along the Dvina to the
point where it mests the River
Vaga. Here a base was establish-
ed and the troops pushed on up
the Vaga toward the city of Shen-
kursk, 190 miles south of Arch-
angel. The epemy teziw to Ko-
tias, 75 miles southeast.

Another bunle took place “at
Ugor, in Vologda province, and
the Bolsheviki were driven from
the town. -

Everywheres they went the
Americans found the'peasants on
the verge of starvation., and re-
Joicing at their arrival. Great
fear prevailed lest the folshe-
viki come back and renew their
reign of terror. The ever-present
American Red Cross sent a ship-
load of food and other supplies
into the district and relieved con-
ditions to some extent.

The Bolsheviki then began to
entrench themselves along the
Dvina, and on Ooctober 19 they
forced the allies to withdraw for
six miles. But another American
force then started a movement
southward along the Onega river,
which is about T0 miles west of
the Dvina, to outflank the soviet
forces. This forced sanother re-
treat of the Reds, and the Ameri-
cans, together with a British de-

tachment, captured the eity of
Shenkursk, on the Vaga, Oec-
tobar 30.

Here they were reinforced by
considerable numbers of Russian
tribesmen. On November 15 the
bolsheviki opened & heavy bom-
bardment of the allied lines along
the Dvina, but the allies replied
so effectively that the Reds suf-
fered heavy casualties,

Winter now set in and the
country becamd frozen up, so
that military operations went
forward under difficulties.

The Dvina became blocked with
ice; and the Reds were forced to
withdéraw their gunboats and
abandon their efforts to drive the
Americans back down the Dvina.
Spow and ice hemmed in the
Yanks and [Eritish between the
rivers Vaga and Dvina and sep-
arated them from the bolsheviki.

NewAdvmoeBegun
Up the River Pinega

On November 28 the allies be
gan A new advance up the Pinga
river, which joins the Dvina 60
miles above Archangel. March-
ing over frozen aswamps and snow-
covered roads. the Yanks and Rus-
sians took many bolsheviki pris-
oners and by December 1 had cap-
tured the towns of Shetagorskoi,
120 miles from Pinega. By this
time the whole western end of the
Republic of the North was under
allied control. )

Then followed another operation
which had for itz objective the
capture of Vologda. A force of
Siberian and Czecho-Slovak troops
were moving on Vologda from the
Ural mountains front to the east.
and the American operatoln was
timed to be in conjunction with
it

On December 30 the 339th in-
fantiry, accompanied by a Polish
legion, a Frenéh infantry detach-
ment, Canadian artillery and Rus-
sian volunteers, advanced fifteen
miles up the Onega river, 40 miles
west of the Archengel rafiroad,
and capitured the ciiy of Kadish,
one of the larger towns in Arch-
angel province. This improved
the allied outpost positions con-
siderably. Fighting around Ka-
dish continwed for several days,
the allied forces being outnum-
bered by the Bolsheviki three to
one. They succeeded, however,
in holding their positions around
Kadish.

The Americans' and their allies
now were scatierc@ over a wide
front fi northern Russfa, and it
was impossible to consolidate
their various positions into an un-
broken front, chiefly because of
the weather, -

A.Ihes Out Numbered
| 2to 1 by Russians

In the early part of January thes
makeup of the allied expedition
was approximately as follows:

British .. ... 6,000
Americans e 4,500
French 1,500
Ranens oo %

Poles and others ._......1,000
TORRL a0

Against this smalil force the
saviet government had sent a
force estimated at 25,000-men,
with 150 machine guns, 66
field guns and 9 six-inch guns.

Thus vastly outnumbered, the
Michigan boys and their allies
were forced to fight under tre-
mendous difficulties. They march-
ed through great fir forests in
snow up to their waists, in dark-
ness for twenty hours of every
day—for the days in the north
couptry are only four long in mid-
winter. For shelter they bulit
rough lean-tos or occupied the log
huts of the peasants scattered
here and there along the few
roads that run south of Archan-
gel

Sleds were used for transport-
ing supplies, sometimes horse-
drawn, sometimes reindeer or dog
drawn. But despite all their dif-
ficplties, the American troops
maintained perfect health, discip-
line and morale.

Eariy last January the oBlshe-
viki started a terrific bombard-
ment of the allied positions on all
four fronts in mnorth Russia—
those of the Onega, Vaga, Dvina
and Pinega rivers.

It was apparent the Reds were
planning an iofantry attack to
“drive the allies into the White
sea”"—their announced inteation

For two weeks, intermittently
the bolsheviki shelled the allied
blockhouses, concentrating most
of their fire on the line between
the Vaga and the Dvina, near
Shenkursk.

| Bolsheviki Burn

Fint City Captured

On Jan. 23 the force at
Ust, Pedenga, the point fur
thest south reached by the
allied expedition, was forced
by the artillery fire to with-
draw.

At Shenkursk, on JAER,
was a force of one British, ¢wo
American and two Russian com-
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panies. This little army was at-
tacked from three sides on Janu-
ary 24.

Outnumbered and facing cap-
ture, the allied troops ‘evacuafed
the city and retired five miles to
the north. Shenkursk was burn-
ed by the bolsheviki. Another
allied force at Tania, 18 miles
west of Senkursk, was sttacked
at the same time by 1000 Red sol-
diers, and was also forced to re-
freat ten miles, Two hundred
more Reds drove back the allied
force which was holding the town
of Kodema, 2 miles from Sen-
kursk. '

In this retirement the Amerl-
can losses were only ten killed,
17 wounded and 11 missing.

On January 26 the Soveit troops
again subjected the American
force at Tulgas, on the Dvina, to
4 heavy artillery fire and then at-
tacked, but were repulsed with
heavy losses.

The next day the Bolsheviki at-
tacked Shegovarsk, 20 miles north
of Tania, in such numbers that
the allies retired 10 miles down

the Dvina, taking up their posiuun.

at Vistavka.

The principal consequence
to the allied forces of these
retrdats was the capture by
the Reds of large stores of
provisions and other supplies
which ha¢ been brought from
Archangel by sledges. Hun-
dreds of peasants were driven
from their homes. -
The retirement constituted a

retreat of about 76 miles north-
ward along fhe Vaga and the
Dvina. After another week of
spasmodic fighting in thls sec-
tor, the Red attacks forced the al-
lies to fall back for 40 milea fur
ther, and Tarasovo was evacuated
on January 30,

Allied Defense Sends :
Reds to the Woods

The bolsheviki continued their
offensive against the new allied
positions. along the Dvina, no-
tably at Tulgas, but were every-
where thrown back with heavy
losses. On February 4, however,
the Soviet troops began & bom-
bardment of the town of Vista-
vEm, the mew allied stronghold
early in the morning and kept it
up until 2 o'clock in the afternoon,
when their infantry lasunched an
attack.

The allied soldiers were by this
time thoroughly rested after the
retirement from Shenkursk, and
they gave the Reds a pretty right.
They poured so heavy an artil-
lery and machine gun fire into the
bolsheviki ranks that the latter
broke and the Reds fled to the
woods,

On the same day the “Bolshies”
began an assault against the Pi-
nega. River fromt, to the south.
east orf Archangel, and forced the
allies to retire, but failed to dis-
lodge them from the town of Pi-
negs.

On February 7 the allied troops

on the Onega River opened a lit-
tle offensive of thelr own to Im-
Pfove Sbheir pomitions ysouth of
Kadish. This force was soon re-
enforced by the “French Forelgn
Legion,” a detachment of Russian
volunteers trained at Archangel

by French officers and sent south- |

ward.

Allied airplanes aided in
harrassing the bolsheviki, and
the army of Americans, Brit-
Ish and Russians made a suc-
cessful advance of five milds
south of Kadish, to prevent
the flanking of the American
positions on the Vaga.

On the tenth the Reds sue-
ceeded in occupying temporarily
saveral allied blockhouses in this
sector.

On the tenth and eleventh the
Lenine troops atacked the Amer-
lcan positions at Sredmakrenga,
on the Dvina, but they met with
such effective resistance that they
were forced to retreat,

'Two Weeks Lull, Then
lRenewedOffennve

For more than two weeks after
that there was a lull in the fight-
ing, although the Reds kept up a
desultory artillery fire.

The big offensive was not yet
over, however. The bolshevik gen-
eral staff at Moscow declared
recently that the bolshevik army
would reach Archangel by May 1.
This statement may, however, he
based on the fact that the War
Department has announced that
the American troups are to be
brought owt of North Russia.

The British government nas an-
nounced that a copy of the mill-
tary plans of the Soviet govern-
ment which has fallen into its
hands indicates that vhe offensive
of last winter was to be the great-
est effort of the bolsheviki, and
was to be followed by another in
the spring.

Since March 1 the fighting on
the Archangel front has been un-
important. On March 3 the Reda
attacked the allied forces north
of Vistavka, but were repulded.
Their artillery also renewed the
shelling of the Dvina positions,
On March 8 the town of Kadish,
which has changed hands several
times, and was destroyed by shell-
fire, was permanently evacuated
by the-allies, who retired to the
bank of the Emtsa River.

Air Bombardments
Of Allied Planes

AIRPLANE BOMBARDMENTS
OF THE ALLIED LINES BY

THE BOLSHEVIKI WERE
COMMON "IN THE FIRST
WEEKS OF MARCH. On the

eighth and ninth the enemy re-
newed its bombardment of Vis-
tavka, which had been almost de-
stroyed and followed the shell-
ing by an infantry attack. When
the fight ended, however, the
Americans, British and Russlans,
although outnumbered as usual,

——

BOLSHENIK

URIVEN BACK
AFTER MANY
Bl DRIVES

Americans’ Long Retreat .Bc-

fore Red Host Related:

‘Conquered Time and Again

Russian Armies of Lenine and

Trotsky ‘Driven toWoods'
in Attempt to Pierce Lines

were stil! holding the ruins of the
town.

Along the Vaga the allies have
been strengthening their positions
during the ludd, in expectation of
renewed infantry attacks. Along
the Vologdo railway the Soviet
artillery attempted something
new on March 11 Ly opening a
night bombardment, which was
without serions eifect.

On March 15 the bolshevikl
made an attempt to cut the allled
line of communicationy botween
the Dvina and the Vaga, but the
effort falled. The Reds lost 57
killed and four prisoners, whila
the only casualty suffered by the
allies was cne man wounded,

On March 18 in an advance of
S00 Bolsheviki near Plesetskal,
French and Russians were driven
from Bolshoia Ozera., between
Dvina and Onega sectors. Along
the Velogida Railway and on the
Dvina front, Americans und allics
defeated bolsheviki forces.

In a new allied offensive be-
tween Onega and ObozersHaya,
started the 234, no gning were
made,

In the period belween Febra-
ary and March 15, the total casual-
tles o the allied expedition were
15 killad, 22 wounded and 1 miss
ing All through the campaign
the bolsheviki losses have been
five times as great as those of
the allies,

Two  American r2ilroad
companies containing a total
of 720 men are now on their
way to the Murman coast, in
conjunction with 1680 British
troops, to put in condition and
operate the Murman railroad,
to facilitate the withdrawal of
the allied expedition this
spring.

According to the War Depart-
ment announcement, this withs
drawal will take place *“at the
earliest possible moment that the
weather conditions in the spring
will permit.”

MORE RADICAL WING

OF COMMUNINISTS

VIENNA, via Copenhagen, Aprll 5.

—{(By the Associated Press)—A, dis-
agreement has occurred in the soviet

government in h‘ndnpeal_

which has

led to the formation of a still more

radical wing of the communist party,

according to the Reichespost

cal owing to
growing discontant on

The situation in Budapest Iz eritl-
food conditions and

the part of

the poppunation.

IN PARIS; NOT YET

PARIS, April 5. —Strange as it may

seem, the Paris police arrested three
foreigners on the boulevard the other
afternoon In spite of their plea that
they had tarried in Paris to apend
money.
from Germany, recently engaged In

You see, they were Germans

ringing locomotives to France. When

the police asked for their papers, they
said they had stopped to do some
shopping while wailing on & traln

back.
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